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Japan’s	Ogasawara	 (or	 Bonin)	 Islands	小笠原諸島,	 dubbed	 the	 “Galapagos	 of	 the	 East,”	 are	 a	
group	of	oceanic	islands	situated	in	the	middle	of	the	Pacific	Ocean.	Many	of	their	numerous	indigenous	
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The	 islands	 were	 long	 thought	 to	 have	 been	 discovered	 in	 1593	 by	 Ogasawara	 Sadayori,	 an	
historical	 figure	 known	 to	 have	 been	 in	 the	 service	 of	 the	warlords,	Toyotomi	Hideyoshi	 (1537–98)	
and	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	(1542–1616).	However,	the	evidence	for	such	a	claim	is	tenuous.	The	claim	was	
made—or	perhaps	reiterated—in	1675	by	Ogasawara’s	son,	 in	1702	by	his	grandson	and	in	1727	by	
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Islands);	 and	 the	 most	 northerly	Mukojima	 Rettō	 (Bridegroom	 Archipelago)	 comprised	Mukojima,	




encouraged.	 In	1882,	 the	early	 settlers	all	 took	Japanese	citizenship.	Six	decades	 later,	 just	before	 the	
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and	 continuing	 recently.	The	 former	 approximated	 to	 the	 classic	 description	 of	 “future	 eating,”	 and	
resource	depletion.16	After	the	arrival	of	the	Japanese	settlers	in	1876,	about	two	to	three	thousand	turtles	










After	 1968,	 following	 their	 reversion	 to	 Japanese	 control,	 the	 Ogasawara	 islands	 were	 subject	






not	occur	points	 to	 the	 inherently	pathological	quality	of	 the	process.	Public	works-led	development	
117
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subspecies	have	survived.	The	latter	are	Ogasawara nosuri (buzzard,	Buteo buteo toyoshimai),	Akagashira 
karasubato	(red-headed-pigeon,	Columba janthina nitens),	Ogasawara kawarahiwa	(brambling,	Carduelis 
sinica kittlitzi),	Ogasawara hashinaga uguisu (long-beaked-bush	 warbler,	Cettia diphone diphone)	 and	
Ogasawara hiyodori (brown	 bulbul,	Hypsipetes amaurotis squamiceps).	Meguro’s	 closely	 related	 species,	
Mukojima meguro,	have	disappeared,	following	the	extinction	of	four	native	birds,	Ogasawara mashiko 
(brambling,	Chaunoproctus ferreorostris),	Ogasawara gabichō	(fly-catcher,	Cichlopasser	terrestris),	Ogasawara 




Diomedea immutabilis)	and	black	footed	albatross	(kuroashi ahōdori, Diomedea nigripes)	still	survive	in	





Nor	 is	 the	 destruction	 limited	 to	 birdlife.	Ogasawara	 has	 various	 native	 butterflies,	moths	 and	
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The	 wild	 peony,	 Munin nobotan	 (Melastoma tetramerum),	 and	 the	 azalea,	 Munin tsutsuji 
(Rhododendron boninese),	 are	 especially	 rare	 because	 only	 a	 few	 plants	 survive	 in	 the	wild.	 Scientists	




them	 back	 to	 Ogasawara,	 including	 the	 wild	 peony	 and	 the	 azalea,	 the	 native	 shrub	 kobanotobera	
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“boom”	 seemed	 irrepressible,	 and	 in	 June	1988	Tokyo	governor	Suzuki	Shun’ichi	 announced	 that	 an	
airport	 would	 be	 built	 on	 Anijima	 (Elder	 Brother	 Island).	 In	 1991,	 an	Ogasawara	 airport	 plan	was	
incorporated	in	the	“National	Airport	Development	Plan,”	which	was	enthusiastically	endorsed	by	local	








an	800 m	long	 runway;	 a	vertical	 take-off	 and	 landing	aircraft;	 an	amphibian;	 a	 flight	 that	 connects	
Ogasawara	and	the	Izu	Islands	via	Iōtō;	a	high-speed	ferry;	and	a	floating	airport.36
In	1991,	researchers	conducted	a	five	day	investigation	along	the	planned	runway.	New	discoveries	
were	 made	 one	 by	 one,	 including	 more	 than	 ten	 species	 of	 snails,	 already	 lost	 in	 Chichijima	 and	
Hahajima.37	It	was,	in	the	end,	the	fact	that	Anijima	was	home	to	the	biggest	area	of	salt	tolerant	shrubs	
(xeric sclerophyll)	and	the	most	concentrated	population	of	terrestrial	snails	in	Japan	that	proved	decisive.	
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Meanwhile,	 in	 January	 2001,	 the	Ministry	 of	 National	 Land	 and	 Communication	 considered	
introducing	the	newly	developed	TSL	(technosuper	liner)	by	which	an	express	ferry	of	15,000	tons	could	




The	withdrawal	 of	 the	 two	 airport	 plans	 and	 the	TSL	 project	 left	many	 residents	 with	mixed	
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of	 various	 local	 organizations,	 more	 and	 more	 residents	 have	 become	 conscious	 of	 the	 fragility	 of	
their	natural	 surroundings,	 and	an	environmental	 culture	 is	developing	 in	Ogasawara.	 “Protection	of	
Biodiversity”	has	recently	become	a	buzzword	in	the	islands	at	various	levels,	from	ordinary	people	to	
the	Ogasawara	branch	of	Tokyo	Metropolitan	Governmentand	 the	Ogasawara	General	Office	 of	 the	
Japanese	government.	Activities	by	volunteers	to	eradicate	introduced	plants	and	goats,	and	to	help	plant	
native	plants	are	becoming	commonplace.	For	instance,	the	introduced	grass,	kurinoiga,	has	been	cleared	
from	Minamijima	(South	Island)	because	 the	 island’s	karst	 landscape	was	considered	 to	be	“the	most	
precious	ecosystem	in	the	world.”46	And	the	karst	landscape	was	designated	“Japan’s	natural	monument”	
日本天然記念物	in	May	2008.47	The	native	trees,	Shima horuto no ki	(Elaeocarpus photiniifolius),	have	
been	planted	on	parts	of	Hahajima	after	the	invasive	tree	akagi	was	removed.48	The	local	government’s	
Construction	Section	participated	in	the	movement	to	clear	the	introduced	Taiwan	tree,	mokugenji.	49




have	been	 eradicated	on	Higashijima,	Nishijima	and	Anijima.	Extermination	 is	being	 carried	out	on	
Chichijima	and	Otōtojima.51
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Society	 (OWRS),	 headed	by	Yasui	Takaya.	 Since	 its	 establishment	 in	1997,	OWRS	has	 energetically	
conducted	research	on	native	flora	and	fauna,	issuing	newsletters	to	disseminate	research	results,	raising	
seedlings,	planting	trees,	cleaning	beaches,	culling	goats,	and	organizing	public	lectures	and	observation	
trips.	 Yasui	 and	 his	 members	 successfully	 planted	 the	 native	 trees	 takonoki	 (Pandanus boninensis), 
Ogasawara biro	 (Livistona chinensis var.boninensis),	momotamana, hasunohagiri	 (Hernandia sonora)	and	
kusatobera	(Scaevola ssericea)	on	Yomejima	(Bride	Island)	after	the	goats	were	cleared	in	the	year	2000.	





between	humans	 and	 the	 land	 and	 sea.	The	Ocean	Center,	Ogasawara	Whale	Watching	Association	
(OWA),	the	OWRS	and	the	Ogasawara	Nature	and	Culture	Research	Institute,	have	organized	various	
exhibitions	and	lectures	on	Ogasawara’s	nature.	The	monthly	newsletter	by	the	Village	Office	has	reported	










































From	 August	 2004,	 the	 Tokyo	 Metropolitan	 Government	 established	 a	 policy	 to	 respect	 the	
uniqueness	of	 the	Islands	while	still	maintaining	public	works.63	This	 is	an	 impressive	shift,	 since	the	
Government	 had	 long	 ignored	 the	 fragility	 of	Ogasawara’s	 ecosystem	 and	 applied	 only	 the	 rules	 for	
metropolitan	cities.	The	Village	Office	also	started	a	series	of	workshops	from	February	2002	on	using	
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which	have	been	 living	on	Mukojima	Archipelago,	 the	 laysan	(koahōdori, Diomedea immutabilis),	 the	
black-footed-(kuroashi ahōdori, Diomedea nigripes),	as	well	as	one	other	albatross	which	was	transported	










realized	 that	 only	when	 the	 local	 people	 understand	 the	 value	 of	 the	 ecosystem	 and	 are	 determined	












15.5	billion	yen,	 local	 industries	only	provide	5	billion	yen	worth,	 and	 the	 rest	 is	 supplied	 from	 the	


